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FEBRUARY MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday evening, February 19 

TIME: 8:00 p.m. 

PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 

SPEAKERS: William H. and Ann Woodin 
“CALCUTTA TO CASABLANCA BY 


SUBJECT: 
; CAR, With a Look at Some Old World 
Deserts” 


Mr. and Mrs. Woodin, with their four sons and 
another boy, took a year-long sabbatical from Mr. 
Woodin’s, position as Director of the Arizona-Sonora 
Desert Museum, the chief purpose of which was to 
look at deserts. The. party drove from Calcutta to 
Jidda and again from Suez to Casablanca, camping 
most of the way and with various side excursions. 
The latter included visits to Angkor Wat, Nepal, 
East Africa and a trip up the Nile, not to mention 
a week’s camel trip in the Arabian Desert. The 


Woodins will illustrate their Academy venne with 


color slides. 

The Arizona-Sonora Desert Muselin : was founded 
as a non-profit educational institution in patches 
1952 and is unusual in that it is a “living museum” 
Mr. Woodin has been its Director since 1954. 

One presentation only at 8:00 p.m. with seats on 
a first-come first-served basis. In case the auditorium 
is filled, late-comers will be invited to attend the 
sky show in our Morrison Planetarium. Your Acad- 
emy membership card is your admission. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 
“32 MOONS?” will continue in the Theatre of the 


Stars through March 2. Here is irrefutable proof. 


that there are many more moons in the heavens than 
meet the eye. Discoveries of new natural satellites 
have occurred as recently as 1966 when Janus was 
discovered circling its. parent planet, Saturn. 


NEWS 


Performances daily at 2:00 with evening shows 
Wednesday through Sunday at 8:30. Extra matinees 
at 3:30 on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Ad- 
mission: Adults, $1.00. Students (with student body 
card), armed services personnel, and children under 
16, 50c. 


Coming March 6: 
LIVE ON”. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

“AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES: A Showcase 
of Unusual Adaptations” continues on display in 
Lovell White Hall of Man and Nature. Color photo- 
graphs and commentary by Dr. Nathan W. Cohen of 
the University of California. 

From the Academy Collections: “PLUMES AND 
PLUMAGE” from the Department of Ornithology, 
continues in the Main Foyer, Science Museum 
through the month of March. 


and NODES os ea. 


J ANUARY FIRST SAW THE retirement of 
John Thomas Howell, Curator for the Department 
of Botany. His initial association with the Academy 
dates back to 1929 
when he had _ tempor- 
ary employment during 
the summer. In 1930 
he became Assistant 
Curator which contin- 
ued until 1949 when 
Alice Eastwood  re- 
tired as Curator and 
Mr. Howell assumed 
that position which he 
has held since. 

‘Born in Merced, California. in 1903, he received 
both his B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University 
of California at Berkeley. For a brief period he was 
Resident Botanist at the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 


Gardens. Shortly thereafter his long association with 


the Academy began. 

He is the author of hundreds of publications, the 
most prestigious being a “Marin Flora” devoted to 
the blooming things in the County beyond the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 


“THE SPACE SHIP WE 


— 


Your attention is directed to the display devoted 
to Mr. Howell’s career which may be found in the 
J. W. Mailliard, Jr. Library. 


Or SPECIAL NOTE IS A RECENT 
scientific publication of the Academy which will 
be of interest to many of our members. Proceedings, 
Fourth Series, Volume XXXII, No. 20 is entitled 
“A Flora of the San Bruno Mountains, San Mateo, 
California” and is the work of Dr. Elizabeth 
McClintock of the Department of Botany, and 
Walter Knight of the Regional Parks Botanic Gar- 
den, in collaboration with Neil Fahy of the Standard 
Oil Company, San Francisco. The handsome color 
plates included were produced in our printing de- 
partment by Dr. and Mrs. G Dallas Hanna. 


CHARLES DORNBACH. 
January 11, 1969 


May 6, 1907 


Talent, craft and an indefatigable sense of 
humor made him a highly valued member of 
the Academy staff and dear to those with whom 
he worked. Goodbye, friend. Sorrowfully, we 
know too well your absence. 


Posstary THE ONLY TWO EXPERTS in the 
world on the subject of Embioptera (web-spinning 
insects) conjoined at the Academy recently. As the 
membership is aware, research in this area has been 
a life work of Dr. Edward S. Ross, Curator of the 
Department of Entomology. In past weeks he was 
host to Dr. Dyrce Lacombe of the Instituto Oswaldo 
Cruz of Rio de Janeiro who has published numerous 
important papers on the internal anatomy of this 
order of insects. Basically an histologist, Miss La- 
combe also is associated with Rio’s Office of Naval 


~ Research and was in the United States in connection 


with research on the cellular structure of the cement 
glands of barnacles but felt a visit to the Academy 
and Dr. Ross to be highly necessary in enlarging 
her horizons in this particular field. They had met 
originally in Brazil in 1964. Her visit was of two 
weeks duration. | 


Also visiting the Department of Entomology was 
Mr. Curt Eisner of the Leiden Museum, Holland 
who is a world authority on Parnassius butterflies. 
He visited: the Academy for a week. 


At the close of World War II, the Kurkins emi- 
grated to Sao Paulo, Brazil and Kon’s employment 
with a prominent steel firm as draftsman-designer. 
Ten years later he joined members of his family in 


Connecticut. The following year, at the encourage- 
ment of California friends, he moved to San Carlos. 
Difficulty with English precluded his continuing in 
the engineering field but his capabilities in wood- 
working held him in good stead and he became a 
furniture maker and an architectural woodworker. 
He came to the Academy in March 1966 where his 
previous training could again come into play — a 
fact for which he is sincerely and happily grateful. 

| For his personal enjoyment, he is a Saturday 
fisherman, a mandolin player and a reader of books 
— be they in English or Russian. The literature of 
the American West is a current favorite as are the 
Russian classics in Russian which he obtains from 
Sacramento through the assistance of the Palo Alto 
Public: Library. 
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Ten MEMBERS OF THE 
Junior Academy and Supervisor Ken Lucas with 
Dr. Victor A. Zullo of the Department of Geology 
had a chilly field trip in December to the Kettleman 
Hills in Kings County, California. Though the 
weather was “rough”, collecting was good and the 
consensus being that the four day trip was a SUCCESS. 
The young people involved were from 11 to 20 years 
of age and two of them were young ladies. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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MEET THE STAFF 
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


| Regular Members Ne ADE) ESE y, 
| Mr. Thomas B. Anderson _ Mr. Arthur M. Miller fy OF Sie : } 
Mr. Robert O. Appleton, Jr. Mr. Lee E, Morris Se 
Mr. Karl H. Baessler Miss Hilda E, McAvin 
Mr. Will Blair _ Mr. Peter W. McGrath 


Mr. Timothy O. Osborne 
Miss Filomena Raniuio 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rawson 
Mrs, Ruth M. Stable 
Mr. Vernon Reddick 
Mr. James Takagi 
Miss Lois Howorth Mr. Horace C. Tracy 
Miss Louise Jacobs Miss Dilna M. Victor 
Mrs. Laurence M. Klauber Dr. John S. Welton 
Mr. Paul Koski Mrs. John West 
Mr. David O. Kulka Miss Henrietta F. Wilson 
Mr. James Maldi Mr. C. B. Yeates 

' Mrs. Albino Zullo 


Mr. Michael Blanc 
Mr. Peter Burns 

Mr. Duane Danielsen 
Mrs. Emile Despres 
Dr. James Dodd 

Mr. Mario Canale 


-KONSTANTIN KURKIN, Cabinetmaker in the 
Exhibits Department is a true craftsman in the tra- 
ditional sense of the word. The exhibit cases in 
North American Bird Hall containing the specimens 
of Bay Area birds and many of those in the new 
Hall of Minerals are products of his capable hands. 
They speak for themselves. 


Born on the Russian frontier of Afghanistan, Ken an) 
received his schooling at the University of Odessa, 
enlarging his horizons in art, architecture, civil engi- 
neering and, not incongruously, dramatic art for for 
a period he was a professional actor. It was during 
this time that he met his wife Nina. After graduation 
in 1931, he spent subsequent years in the design and 
construction of residences in the area of Odessa. 
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